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Professor M. Cherif Bassiouni passed away on Monday, 25 September in 
Chicago, at the age of 79, surrounded by his loving family. The passing of 
Professor Bassiouni, Founder and Honorary President of our Institute, leaves 
an unmistakable void for all those who had the honor and the fortune of 
working at his side. The Siracusa International Institute mourns the loss of its 
father, a renowned jurist driven by an inexhaustible passion for upholding the 
rule of law and protecting human rights. We will miss not only the scholar and 
jurist, but also the man, his charisma, his genius and his benevolence, which 
made it a privilege to work with him.



 

IN�MEMORIAM�-�M.�CHERIF�BASSIOUNI

p.2

When I first met Cherif in 1995 as I was 
introduced to him to become a member of the 
Board of the Institute, two things struck me:
The first was his immense kindness. His voice 
was soft and he would immediately make you 
feel that you were important to him, and as a 
matter of fact, you were. He was always fueling 
himself with what he could learn from others. 
He was always listening with great attention to 
his interlocutors as if he wanted to unveil all the 
hidden aspects of their minds. I joined his team 
at the International Association of Penal Law 
and realized very quickly that he was not 
interested in building a team only made of 
competencies and expertise – although of 
course many of the Executive Committee members of the Association were very competent - but of people 
with whom he shared comradery, people with whom he would quickly become friends. He was a deeply 
caring person.

The second thing I noticed was his formidable charisma and his eloquence. The very first day I met him, 
Cherif was giving a lecture on the general principles of extradition. While it was one of the favourite fields 
of his immense science, it was certainly not the most glamourous topic one could think of. However, the 
audience was literally fascinated and no one would dare doing anything that could interrupt his speech. 
After one and a half hours of listening, I was surprised that the conference was over, and extradition 
matters had become obvious to me.

I have probably never met a person of such magnetism, who could create instant fascination amongst his 
peers. Probably the fact that he could speak the language of half of the population on earth, Arabic and 
English of course, but also French, Italian, Spanish, German and if I remember correctly, some Japanese, 
was helpful in making you feel part of his family. His French was so perfect that, when I was organizing 
meetings in ministries in France for him, I had to clarify with our interlocutors that he was not a French 
national.

It was very difficult for me to talk to him about any subject that he 
would not turn into a new idea and a new challenge. Invariably, he 
would interrupt me and say “voilà ce que nous pourrions faire” “This 
is what we could do” and devise a new plan for a grand endeavor of 
any kind! Of course, if two weeks later nothing was done yet, he 
would remind us and give precise instructions about what to do, who 
to contact, etc. leaving no room for objection.

The Institute has lost its founding father, but not his inspiration or his 
guidance. Despite this terrible loss, it is our duty and privilege to 
continue, more than ever, the endeavor of Cherif's life and to 
perpetuate the existence, reputation and global reach of the 
Institute. All along the road ahead, Cherif will continue to be on our 
side, in times of joy and difficulty. Whenever doubt or resignation 
overwhelms us, there will always be a little voice coming from 
nowhere and telling us “voilà ce que nous pourrions faire”.  

 Jean-François Thony                                                                                                                                                                                                              

Message�from�the�President



With the overall purpose of establishing a strong collaboration on new scientific and training activities in 
the Mediterranean area, the Siracusa International Institute signed a cooperation agreement with LUISS 

th Guido Carli University and the Italian Section of the International Association of Penal Law on July 4 in 
Rome.   

According to Mr. Ezechia Paolo Reale, Secretary General of the Siracusa International Institute, this 
partnership opens new scenarios of particular importance for prospective high-level training activities that 
could be crucial for the well-being and quality of life of entire communities in the near future.

 

Specifically, an innovative course that will be included within the prestigious post-graduate Master LUISS 
on Food & Law is already planned to be held in Siracusa in June 2018. The “Siracusa Module” will carefully 
look at the future of law and economics, with particular reference to the needs of Sicily: «FOOD LAW, the 
new frontiers of national and international law for the protection and promotion of high quality 
agricultural products».  

Another future activity the Institute is working on with LUISS concerns high-level education for public 
administration officials, a sector where the Institute already has long and significant expertise. 

Following the agreement recently signed between ANAC (National Anti-Corruption Authority) and LUISS, 
the Institute has started exploring a potential way to extend its cooperation with LUISS in order to include 
the delicate sector of corruption. In this regard, the Institute will provide high-level trainings addressed to 
public officials responsible for anti-corruption in Sicily, with the aim of increasing the quality standards of a 
crucial public service that is essential for the development of the regional territory. 

The cooperation agreement was signed in Rome, in a meeting attended by Professor Paola Severino, 
Rector of LUISS Guido Carli University and President of the Italian Section of the International Association 
of Penal Law, and by a delegation of the Institute composed of the President, Mr. Jean-François Thony, the 
Secretary General, Mr. Ezechia Paolo Reale and the Deputy Director, Mr. Filippo Musca. 
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The�Institute�signs�a�cooperation�agreement�
with�LUISS�Guido�Carli�University



TECHNICAL�ASSISTANCE�PROGRAMS

In the context of its technical assistance 
project in Egypt, Mr. Filippo Musca, Deputy 
Director of the Institute, attended the 
Opening Ceremony of the first session of the 
national Training of Trainers Program (ToT), 
for Egyptian Judges, Prosecutors and 
Officers of the Technical Office of the 
Cassation Court in Cairo. The program is 
focused on the protection of human rights in 
the administration of criminal justice.

The training program involved more than 40 
participants – including judges, prosecutors 
and members of the Technical Office of the 
Court of Cassation – who have expressed 
interest in becoming future trainers and a 
willingness to deepen their knowledge in 
the field of international human rights law. The overall aim of the Technical Assistance Program in Egypt, 
launched in 2014 in collaboration with the Swedish International Development Agency (SIDA) is to 
promote the rule of law, human rights and the effective functioning of the Egyptian justice sector.
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Strengthening�the�fight�against�illicit�trade�in�South�Eastern�Europe�

Training�of�Trainers�in�Egypt�for�Judges,�Prosecutors�
and�Officers�of�the�Cassation�Court

The Siracusa International Institute for Criminal Justice and Human Rights has officially launched its new 
technical assistance and capacity-building project, “Strengthening the Fight Against Illicit Trade in South 
Eastern Europe”. The overall purpose of the project is to enhance the criminal justice response to illicit 
trade, including by supporting the national justice sectors of twelve countries in the region (Albania, 
Bosnia & Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, Greece, Kosovo, the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, 
Montenegro, Romania, Serbia, Slovenia and Turkey).

The 24- month project will focus on:

– Comprehensively assessing the practical challenges and obstacles to the fight against illicit trade,   
including from a cross-sectoral perspective;

– Identifying innovative cross-sectoral recommendations to strengthen the criminal justice response and 
promote a coordinated and harmonised regional approach;

– Strengthening further the capacity of criminal justice officers to respond to illicit trade.

 The project is supported by PMI IMPACT,  a global grant initiative of Philip Morris International. 



Technical�Assistance�Programs

Workshop�on�risk�assessement�in�Brussels�
On September 12th, the Siracusa International  Institute attended a workshop on “Risk Assessment” apart 
of the project «Raising Awareness and Staff Mobility on RADicalisation in Prison and Probation Services» 
(RASMORAD P&P) in Brussels, Belgium.

The project is funded by the European Union's Justice Programme and the Institute is one of the scientific 
partners of the project, together with IRPS – Istituto Psicoanalitico per le Ricerche Sociali (IT) and the West 
University of Timisoara (RO).

The working sessions of the workshop focused mainly on the challenges for risk assessment and violent 
radicalization, with an overview on the British, Belgian and French experiences. 
The overall purpose of the project is the prevention of radicalisation in prisons, mainly by adopting 
specific preventative measures, developing risk assessment methodology, strengthening expertise in the 
identification of risks, and enhancing prison and probation staffs' professional competences in order to 
implement exit strategies before release.
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On July 19th, Mr. Filippo Musca, Deputy Director of the 
Siracusa International Institute for Criminal Justice and 
Human Rights, attended the Third Steering Committee of 
the Twinning Project «Strengthening Efficiency, 
Accountability and Transparency of the Judicial and 
Prosecutorial System in Kosovo» in Pristina, funded by the 
European Commission. The overall objective of the project 
is to contribute to the rule of law in Kosovo by 
strengthening the independence, efficiency, transparency 
and sustainability of the judiciary and prosecutorial system.

The project is conducted by the Italian High Judicial Council 
in cooperation with the Italian Ministry of Justice, the 
French Ministry of Justice, represented by Justice Coopération Internationale (JCI), is junior partner of 
Italy. The Siracusa International Institute  is the ad hoc mandated body of the Italian High Judicial Council 
(CSM), supporting the scientific and logistical management of the project. The Institute coordinated 21 
missions for the project between July and September 2017.

RD��Pristina:�3 �Steering�Commiteee�of�the�Twinning�Project�between�Italy�and�Kosovo

In the framework of the Twinning Project for Tunisia on «Capacity Building Activities in Support of the 
Ministry of Justice, Human Rights and Transitional Justice», conducted by the Spanish Ministry of Justice 
and the Italian Ministry of Justice, the Siracusa International Institute – ad hoc mandated body of the Italian 
Ministry of Justice – facilitated the organization of a study visit to Italian judiciary institutions for a 
delegation of six officials of the Tunisian Ministry of Justice.
Between July 9 and 15, the delegation visited the Italian Ministry of Justice and its Department of General 
Inspection, the High Judicial Council in Roma, the Court of Cassation and the public Prosecutor's Office in 
Rome.
The study visit, which was aimed at strengthening the knowledge of the organisational system of Italian 
judicial institutions, was coordinated by Ms. Stefania Lentinello, Program Officer of the Siracusa 
International Institute, Ms. Maria Laura Paesano, Prosecutor at the Italian Ministry of Justice and Ms. Olga 
Mignolo, Director of the Coordination Office for International Activities at the Italian Ministry of Justice. 

�Study�Visit�for�a�Delegation�of�the�Tunisian�Ministry�of�Justice



 

SPECIALIZATION�COURSES

Specialization�Course�on�Financial�Crimes�and�Money�Laundering
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In July 2017, the Siracusa International Institute, in collaboration with the International Association of 
Prosecutors (IAP), hosted the Second Specialization Course for Junior Prosecutors (SCJP) on "International 
Criminal Justice and International Cooperation in Criminal Matters”. During the two-week course, over fifty junior 
prosecutors from around the world attended presentations and working sessions led by prominent legal 
experts. The course contained two training modules: the first was aimed at preparing prosecutors to work on 
international and transnational crimes, while the second was focused on the theory and practice of mutual legal 
assistance.

The Specialization Course was organised 
with and generously supported by other 
prestigious partners, including the 
International Association of Penal Law 
(AIDP), the French Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs and International Development, 
the International Institute of Research 
against Counterfeit Medicines (IRACM), 
the International Narcotics and Law 
Enforcement (INL) Bureau of the US State 
Department and the National Attorney 
General Training & Research Institute 
(NAGTRI).                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

The Siracusa International Institute's Specialization 
Course on “Cases Related to Financial Crimes, Money 
Laudering and Terrorism Financing: Patterns and Legal 
Issues” was held from July 17 to 19. It was the first 
Specialization Course of the International Defence 
Counsel Training Programme, a globally- oriented training 
programme specifically designed for international 
defence lawyers, in-house counsel and jurists dealing with 
cases related to international crimes before national and 
international jurisdictions.

Mr Jean François Thony, President of the Siracusa International Institute and Prosecutor General of the 
Court of Appeals of the Alsace Region, attended the Opening Ceremony together with Mr. Andrea 
Chmielinski Bigazzi, Programme Director and Sean Hagan, General Counsel and Director of the Legal 
Department at the International Monetary Fund (IMF). The Course was conducted by several speakers, 
including Mr. Andrea R. Castaldo, International Defence Counsel, Full Professor of Criminal Law , Mr. 
Mariano Federici, President of Argentina's Financial Intelligence Unit and Mr. John A.E. Vervaele, Professor 
of Economic and European Criminal Law and President of the Association Internationale de Droit Pénal 
(AIDP), and Mrs. Anna Bradshaw, Of Counsel, Peters & Peters Solicitors LLP. 

The Programme is supported by prestigious international organisations, including the Union Internaionale des 
Avocats (UIA), the French Conseil Nationale des Barreaux (CNB), the Italian Scuola Superiore dell’Avvocatura 
(SSA), the Associaion Internationale de Droit Pénal (AIDP), the International Criminal Justice Consortium 
(ICJC), the Centre d’Etudes sur la Sécurité Internationale et le Coopérations Européennes (CESICE), the 
International Criminal Court Bar Association (ICCBA) and the American Bar Association (ABA) Center for 
Human Rights. The ABA ICC Project endorses the Institute’s Training Programme together with the ABA 
Criminal Justice Section.

ND�2 Specialization�Course�for�Junior�Prosecutors�(SCJP)



UPCOMING�ACTIVITIES

In light of cooperation agreements with several Italian 
Universities and in collaboration with the Italian Section 
of the International Association of Penal Law,  as well as  
with the city of Noto, the Siracusa International 
Institute organises the 8th edition of the Training 
Course on Criminal Law “Giuliano Vassalli” for PhD 
Candidates and Phd Graduates, which reconfirms its 
commitment to education in the fields of Italian, 
European and International Criminal Law.

This year, the Course will focus on the analysis of 
criminal strategies to counter illegal trafficking in the 
Mediterranean area and is tailored to  PhD Candidates 
and PhD graduates in disciplines such as criminal 
procedure, law and procedure, criminology, criminal 
prosecution, and other legal disciplines (e.g. public law, 
constitutional law, international law, EU law, 
comparative law and philosophy of law).

For full details visit  www.siracusainstitute.org

23-25�November�2017
Training�Course�for�Italian�

PhD�Candidates

The�Institute�hosts�the�Growth�Festival

rd
On September 23 , the Institute hosted 

rd
in its headquarters the 3  edition of the 
Growth Festival, an initiative curated by 
Future Concept Lab. The event on 
"Regeneration: Cultivating Territories 
and Talents", was aimed at creating 
synergies and connections between the 
main players of development. Citizens, 
institutions and private actors were 
called to discuss about local and national 
innovation projects.

The opening ceremony of the event was 
attended by Mr. Ezechia Paolo Reale, 
Secretary General of the Institute.  

LOCAL�EVENTS

10-11�November�2017
La.�P.�E.�C�National�Congress

From November 10 to 11, the La.P.E.C. 
( L a b o r a t o r i o  P e r m a n e n t e  E s a m e  e 
Controesame), organises at the Siracusa 
International Institute’ headquarters its 
National Congress.The event will examine the 
so-called "Orlando Reform", which has 
significantly altered several of the rules of the 
Criminal Code and Criminal Procedure, and will 
analyse the first doctrinal comments and 
jurisprudential stops on the subject.
The title of the convention is "The defendant 
and the fair trial: lights and shadows of the 
Orlando reform." 
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http://www.siracusainstitute.org
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