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The Siracusa Institute's Technical Assistance Programs are 
designed and implemented to provide world-leading 
training and other technical advice and support to 
government officials, judges, prosecutors, police officers, 
lawyers and academics, in order to build professional 
capacity, as well as strong and resilient justice sectors that 
protect human rights and the rule of law. These programs 
have been conducted in several countries, including 
Afghanistan, Albania, Egypt, Kosovo and Iraq, among 
others.

The Siracusa Institute's international reputation for 

excellence is in part built on extensive scientific research 

in the areas of criminal justice, human rights and the rule of 

law. The Siracusa Institute has implemented a diverse 

range of impactful research projects on issues such as post-

conflict justice and Islamic Shari'a, the national and 

international fact-finding mechanisms relating to 

international crimes, illicit trade and related crimes.

Specialization Courses

The Siracusa Institute remains firmly committed to 

incorporating its technical and research expertise into a 

progressive educational program that meets the evolving 

substantive and practical training needs of lawyers, jurists 

and related criminal justice professionals. The program 

includes several courses at the post-graduate level, as well 

as in-depth specialization courses. These courses include:

ŸŸ Specialization Courses in International Criminal Law 

for Young Penalists;

Ÿ Specialization Courses for Junior Prosecutors;

Ÿ Specialization Courses for Italian PhD Candidates;

Ÿ Specialization Courses for Italian Lawyers;

Ÿ International Defence Counsel Training 

     Programme.

T h e  S i r a c u s a 

Institute is located 

in Ortigia, a small 

bu t  p i c tu resque 

i s l a n d  i n  t h e 

historical center of 

the City of Siracusa, 

Italy. Ortigia is an extremely popular 

destination for tourism, shopping and 

entertainment, and comprises a substantial 

local community. Two bridges connect the 

island to mainland Sicily.
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The Siracusa International Institute for Criminal 
Justice and Human Rights is the new public name 
adopted by the International Institute of Higher 
Studies in Criminal Sciences (ISISC), an Italian not-
for-profit foundation (ONLUS) acknowledged by a 
Decree of the President of the Republic of Italy, 
dedicated to education, training and research in the 
fields of international and comparative criminal 
justice and human rights. It is also a Non-
Governmental Organization (NGO) recognized by 
the Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Established in 
Siracusa on September 1972 by the International 
Association of Penal Law (AIDP), in cooperation 
with the Sicilian region, the City, Province, and 
Chamber of Commerce of Siracusa, it enjoys special 
consultative status with the United Nations and the 
Council of Europe. 

A new name for new dynamics

Building on the core values that have characterized 

our first 45 years of activities, the Siracusa 

International Institute for Criminal Justice and 

Human Rights is a new name that better captures our 

vision, objectives and expertise. Importantly, it gives 

further visibility to the key pillars of our work: the 

pursuit and promotion of criminal justice and human 

rights. It also pays tribute to our home, Siracusa, 

which has generously hosted us since 1972.

The Siracusa Institute aims to:
· 
Ÿ Contribute to international peace and security 

through the effective implementation of criminal 
law and pursuit of criminal justice;

Ÿ Promote the rule of law and the protection of 
human rights in criminal justice systems;

Ÿ Contribute to ending impunity for the most serious 
international crimes, including genocide, crimes 
against humanity and war crimes;

Ÿ Strengthen the fight against transnational crimes, 
including organized crime and illicit trade.
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